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A b ou t You r Saf e t y: Working wood is inherently dangerous.
Using hand or power tools improperly or ignoring safety practices can lead
to permanent injury or even death. Don’t try to perform operations you
learn about here (or elsewhere) unless you’re certain they are safe for you.
If something about an operation doesn’t feel right, don’t do it. Look for
another way. We want you to enjoy the craft, so please keep safety foremost
in your mind whenever you’re in the shop.
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Introduction

A

t its heart, a router is just a
handheld motor that spins a
cutting bit, with no built-in way
to guide its path. The simplest solution
is to use bearing-guided bits, and a lot of
woodworkers stop there, making a few
moldings and secretly wondering what all the
fuss is about. This comprehensive guide will
show you why so many woodworkers rave
about the router. The secret is controlling its
motion. Do that and there is next to nothing
the tool can’t do. You’ll find all of the best
approaches here, from the basic edge guide to
template guides, smart fences, and the king
of all router jigs: the router table. Armed
with these, you’ll be able to cut perfect joints
of all kinds, crank out stacks of matching
multiples from a single pattern, level big
slabs, and do too many other things to list.
There are lots of ways to make router jigs,
and plenty of ink has been spilled on the

subject. But this collection of articles is different. All are culled from Fine Woodworking
magazine, whose editors travel throughout
North America to find the most talented and
efficient craftsmen out there, people who do
incredible work but won’t waste their own
time or yours building ultimate super-jigs
that never pay off. Almost all of these jigs
and fixtures are elegantly simple, costing you
nothing more than a trip to your scrap pile
and an hour or less of time.
You’ll get the basics first—how to choose
wisely from the dizzying array of routers and
bits—before diving into a host of tips and
techniques. Plus you’ll get four plans for
shopmade router tables, helping you find
just the right one for your shop. Master this
versatile tool and you’ll be doing better work
in no time, conquering tasks you didn’t think
were possible, and becoming yet another
router fanatic.

—Asa Christiana
Editor, Fine Woodworking
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How Many
Routers Does
Your Shop Need?

D

oing a quick inventory of my
shop recently, I discovered that
over the years I have accumulated
nine routers. Nine! How did that happen?
Does the average woodworker really need
that many routers?
The short answer, happily, is no. Still, the
argument for having more than one router
is powerful. You can leave one in your router
table and have another for handheld work.

Jeff Miller

Second, adding a router with particular
strengths can make certain tasks much more
convenient, whether you’re cutting edge
profiles with large, heavy bits or routing
shallow hinge mortises on narrow stock.
There are many router types available,
but which ones do you really need? I’ll
suggest two approaches. Either one will
tackle a wide range of work, but the first is
kinder to your wallet.

Whenever possible, you should do your routing on a table. Moving the workpiece against a solid
fence and table is simply more accurate than moving the router.
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